How you deal with a lazy Judge who wont rule on your motions. 


Contrary to the BS most lawyers tell you even a Federal Judge has to either 
set a motion for hearing or, if a hearing is not required, enter a ruling on the 
motion within thirty (30) days after the filing. 


The general rule provides: « The court must either set a motion for hearing 
or, if a hearing is not required, enter a ruling on the motion within thirty (30) 
days after the filing. T.R. 53.1(A). 


If the court has acted within the thirty-day period to schedule a motion for 
hearing, the actual hearing itself may take place outside the thirty-day 
window. 


1* * Once a court holds a hearing on a motion, the court has thirty (30) days 
to rule of the motion. Id. Allowing parties time to file post-hearing briefs or 
findings does not extend the court’s time to rule, without an agreement on 
the record by all parties. The exceptions to the general rule provide that the 
time limitation does not apply: 


To invoke the lazy Judge rule, for a failure to rule on motions; an interested 
party must file a praecipe with the clerk of the court where the case is 
pending and specifically designate the motion or decision the court has 
delayed. Ind. Trial Rule 53.1(E). 


Or for the federal Court you do a Writ of Mandamus under Rule 21. Of Writs 
of Mandamus and Prohibition, and Other Extraordinary Writs Appellate 
procedures rule. Don’t forget your Rule 26.1 Corporate Disclosure Statement 
must accompany your Writ of Mandamus under Rule 21. to the Appellate 
Court. Declaring the Federal Judge has failed to either set a motion for 
hearing or, if a hearing is not required, enter a ruling on the motion within 
thirty (30) days after the filing. 


